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I will mail Allan a hard copy with my annoying little editorial comments, and leave them out of these comments.  Except for:

The name of our park was changed in the 1998 parks omnibus bill to:  “Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park”.  All references and graphics should reflect that change, except for reference to older documents bearing the old name.

It appears that the authors have considerable experience with the NPS I&M program, so there aren’t many omissions that I can see.

Page 5:  Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller NHP is a relatively new unit and information is limited, although a bat survey has been conducted (Reynolds and McFarland 2001).  
Page 8:  Bats are not mentioned here, although they get some service elsewhere in the proposal.  I believe that it would be useful to at least include bats in the historical and recent works research, but consider leaving them out of the field sampling, since their nocturnal habits makes for a long day of field work.  Anabat sampling alone does not adequately sample bats, since all Myotis sound alike.

Page 12:  It’s really not my place to question flying squirrel capture techniques, but is a “50 x 50 x 180 cm” Havahart appropriate?

Pages 13, 16 Voucher Specimens:  No previous vouchers exist for mammals at MABI.  Study skins and skeletons of moose and deer seem a little unrealistic.  What is the current status of photo-documentation as an acceptable means of “vouchering” easily identifiable species occurrences in parks?

Page 15 Project Timetable:  How does the April 2003 – August 2004 schedule allow for the 5th sampling period?  Presumably, four seasons must be sampled before one can determine the season of “smallest number of captures” (reference to page 9), and then to sample that season again could require another four seasons.

Page 17 Budget:  Most small parks are probably unable to house visiting researchers—especially a team of them for 2 weeks at a time.  Therefore, using the Acadia rate of $15/person/night (page 19) is probably not realistic.

