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Objectives and Methods

Our objective is to collect amphibians and reptiles found dead on the road (DOR) throughout Big Bend National Park. Surveys will take place from May 2001 through December 2003 and will be conducted haphazardly while driving roads throughout the park.  All DOR specimens will be collected, identified to species, exact locality will be recorded using GPS, preserved as voucher specimens, and permanently housed in the Texas Cooperative Wildlife Collection at Texas A&M university. Presence of species and their proper identification requires preparation of representative voucher specimens. 

Properly documented voucher specimens are the only verifiable database for documenting biodiversity. Data from these surveys will provide reliable data for future monitoring efforts of amphibians and reptiles in Big Bend National Park. 

Products

 
We will provide a database that will include all of the voucher specimens collected during our surveys.  Any reports, maps, and/or peer-reviewed documents that result from this survey will be provided to Big Bend National Park.

