Research Proposal

I propose to conduct a survey to identify 50 of the most commonly sited insects on popular trails in Big Bend National Park.  To date, there has been a paucity of research related to invertebrate studies in our southernmost national park.  Most of the research that has been done is excessively technical (such as Van Pelt’s An annotated list of the insects of Big Bend National Park, Texas) or more specific (such as Roland Wauer’s new book on the butterflies of West Texas).  

This study will ultimately provide an easy to use field-guide that is technically accurate but is intended for the amateur naturalist.  Each insect will be identified by its common and scientific name and its physical description.  Additional information will include habitat, range, peculiar habits, and special remarks.

Methodology will entail photographing and/or collecting insects encountered on the most popular trails in the park, including the nature trail at Panther Junction, the Windows trail, the Lost Mine trail, the Santa Elena trail, and the nature trail at Rio Grande Village.  Priority will be given to high-profile/charismatic insects that are most likely to be noticed by the amateur.  
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