The purpose of the study is to produce a taxonomic revision of the genus Geostiba (Insecta: Coleoptera: Staphylinidae). This genus is represented in Appalachian mountains by a number of very locally distributed species. Most of them have reduced eyes and no wings.

Currently seven species of Geostiba are known from the Eastern U.S.A. (all from North Carolina and Tennessee). Geographical distribution of these species is poorly known. They live in forest litter and seem to be restricted to coniferous forests above 1200m. Some species of Geostiba have been reported previously from about ten localities along the Blue Ridge Parkway.

I would like to take samples of forest litter at different localities along the parkway to clarify geographical distribution of known species of Geostiba. I also expect to find previously undescribed species.

