Blue Ridge Parkway

Sharp Top Mountain Moth Inventory

Scope of Work

Baseline data on the macro moth fauna of Sharp Top Mountain of the Peaks of Otter area at the Blue Ridge Parkway will be collected from June 2001-October 2001.  Moth traps using ultra-violet light sources will be placed overnight at three locations along an elevational gradient on the mountain.  Traps will be left overnight once every two weeks, based on the phase of the moon, for a total of ten trap sessions, in order to maximize the capture of moths.  NPS personnel will assist with the collection of the moth samples.  Specimens will be preserved and identified by zoology staff at the Division of Natural Heritage.  A list of species captured per trap site per date will be generated at the completion of the project.  This data will aid the continued management of gypsy moth in the Peaks of Otter area.

