In conjunction with the Environmental l Analysis (E.A.) program at Pomona College, we, Jordan Johnson and Eric Haas, would like to unravel and document the patterns of historical land-use and environmental change in Carlsbad Caverns Nation Park, Eddy County, and the neighboring Guadalupe Mountains of southeastern New Mexico.  We are encouraged to undertake this project by Professor Michael Queen (a visiting instructor in Geology and E.A. programs at Pomona College) and Professor Richard Hazlett (Associate Professor and Chair of the Pomona E.A. Program), who will collaborate with us throughout the project.


We propose to base our 8-week field study in the town of Carlsbad, New Mexico, where Professor Queen lives.  We’ll begin by accessing and examining photographic and historical archives, including those of Carlsbad Caverns National Park, Guadalupe Mountains National Park, the Eddy County Seat, the State of New Mexico, the University of New Mexico, local historical societies, the U.S. National Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land Management.  Once we have found sufficient data about the past appearance and history of this landscape, we shall return to re-photograph the same locations that we studied in the historical archives to see how they’ve been transformed.  From this information, we will determine both the nature and the causes of the transformation that we find.  Eric Haas will focus on collecting the purely historical data.  Jordan Johnson will focus on examining and re-shooting the photographs.  Both of us will collaborate in interpreting the data to produce a joint land-use change report.  


We feel this will be an extremely valuable research experience and hope that it will ultimately yield publishable results, perhaps beginning with a joint poster presentation with doctors Queen and Hazlett at the American Association of Environmental Historians meeting in the spring of 2005.  We understand that what we propose is quite ambitious, but we believe (with the encouragement of Professor Hazlett) that this is a doable study that, at the very least, can well seed our future environmental and land-use analysis in this region or elsewhere.  It is possible that this project will contribute to our senior theses in four years.  Eventually we would like to co-publish a booklet on this topic with professors Hazlett and Queen for publication along the lines of Fire in the Sierra Nevada Forests (a model photographic study to the one we hope to undertake).  


Thank you very much for your consideration,





Jordan Johnson

Eric Haas

