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For more than a hundred years the Washington Biologists’ Field Club (WBFC) has been studying the natural history of Plummers Island, in the Potomac River near the American Legion Bridge in Montgomery County, Maryland, and the adjacent “mainland” between the island and the C&O Canal, all property it once owned.  In 1935, a checklist of the plants growing on these approximately 47 acres was published in the Proceedings of the Biological Society of Washington by E. P. Killip and S. F. Blake.  They published a supplement in 1953.  Since then, there has not been an updating of the known flora of the island and adjacent mainland. 

For about the last year, Dr. Stanwyn G. Shetler has been reviewing the existing herbarium specimens and related literature and preparing an up-to-date checklist, which he hopes to publish in the next year. Meanwhile, a draft of this checklist can be found on our website: http://www.nmnh.si.edu/botany/projects/dcflora

This is a cumulative checklist of all the species of vascular plants ever recorded there.  The last stage of his revision is to document which species are present there today.  Dr. Shetler has solicited the help of several other interested botanists.  For proper documentation, it is necessary to collect a limited number of specimens of species new to the island.  Dr. Elizabeth F. (Beth) Wells, of George Washington University and a member of the Club, has volunteered to do the collecting.  She has done the most recent collecting there in 1997 under a previous collecting permit.  

