Proposal for Research Permit

Glacial Invertebrate Survey

Denali National Park & Preserve, 1 June - 30 September 2001

Duration of Study: June 15 to September 15, 2001

Locations where activities will take place within the National Park Service areas: Glaciers on north and south slopes currently monitored under the Long Term Ecological Monitoring Program.

Methods of Collection: Hand collecting with nets, forceps and aspirator.  

Purpose of Study:

 In general, little is known about invertebrate diversity on glaciers. Most previous glacial studies involving invertebrates were centered in locations outside of North America.  In Alaska, invertebrate surveys of glacially fed streams have been conducted in the Southeast region of the state, primarily in Glacier Bay National Park (Flory and Milner 2000, Robertson and Milner 1999 ). In contrast, the glacial invertebrate fauna of Interior Alaska is virtually unknown.  Although there are reports of invertebrates (e.g. ice-worms, insects and proto-insects) found on glaciers throughout the Alaska Range they are not documented (Davis 1976). The purpose of this project is to locate, identify and document the presence of invertebrates on glaciers in Denali National Park. This study will produce information of interest to the general public and could help dictate future invertebrate research directions as well as identify possible monitoring needs within the park. 
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