2004 survey of the Jamaica Bay Islands (Gateway National Recreation Area) for the Asian Longhorned Beetle (Anoplophora glabripennis), an invasive pest from China.

Purpose of study:

The survey that we are conducting is a precautionary inspection for the Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB).  The ALB is a pest that was originally transported into the New York City area via untreated wooden crates from China.  Once the beetle establishes itself in an area, the population can grow to a devastating size relatively quickly if left undiscovered and no eradication action is taken.  Large populations can destroy trees that serve as important habitats for creatures large and small.  One of the purposes of this survey is to find out if there are host trees (maples, elms, horsechestnuts, birches, willows, etc.) of the ALB on the islands.  Another purpose is to make sure that the host trees that are present are not infested with the ALB.  There are two main reasons why it is crucial that the Jamaica Bay Islands are inspected as thoroughly and as soon as possible.  First, the ALB has been known to hitch rides on people, vehicles, and boats.  Second, even though some parts of the islands have been inspected last year, there are some parts of the islands that still need to be inspected.
Methods:
The survey for the Asian Longhorned Beetle involves locating host trees at predetermined points within the survey area, taking a measure of their diameters with a diameter tape, taking a GPS coordinate at the points, and then visually checking the trees for oviposition sites and exit holes with a pair of binoculars.  Two trees at every point are checked in this fashion.  The data collected upon completion of this survey will be kept in the office of the USDA/NYSDAM Asian Longhorned Beetle program in Amityville, Long Island.  Inspectors always carry identification with them in the form of a badge and ID card issued by the NYSDAM.  

Participating inspectors:
Two horticulture inspectors will be conducting this survey: myself, Ming Huang, and another inspector, Michael Singho.

Areas that need to be surveyed:

We will be surveying the Jamaica Bay Islands west of Cross Bay Blvd in the Gateway National Recreation Area.  

Mode of transportation requested:

We will need a boat to take us near the shores of the Jamaica Bay Islands.  We will then need a small water craft to take us to the shore of the islands.  Once we arrive on the islands, we will walk by foot to each of our survey points.  We are aware of the delicate habitats and nesting activity on the islands.  As a result, we will walk around the islands cautiously as to not disturb them.
