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PROJECT OVERVIEW

The objective of this project is to provide Glacier Bay National Park & Preserve (GLBA) managers with guidance which will enable them to manage recreational activity so as to minimize bear-human conflicts and bear displacement from high quality resources.  Objective guidance based on both quantitative and qualitative measures of bear conflict potential is urgently needed so that park managers may protect both park users and bears from unnecessary conflict.  Consequently, this project was funded in FY2000 to meet the following objectives:

1. Assemble and organize existing GLBA bear habitat (sightings records), human use, and bear-human conflict records

2. Transfer all relevant bear, human, and bear-human conflict information to a relational database

3. Create a spatial database for all bear and bear-human conflict information

4. Generate preliminary statistics regarding bear sightings, human use and bear-human conflicts

5. Conduct preliminary GIS analyses of bear-habitat relationships, human use patterns, and bear-human conflicts

6. Test field procedures for evaluation of campsites for bear conflict and bear displacement potential

7. Create a peer-reviewed study plan outlining research which will explore ways in which to minimize bear-human conflict and bear displacement 

To date, all of the above objectives have been met except #7 which is still being written.  The current plan is to have the study plan completed by May 2001.
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