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DEPARTMENT OF FOREST, RANGE, AND WILDLIFE SCIENCES

5230 OLD MAIN HILL

LOGAN UT 84322-5230

TELEPHONE: (435) 797-3219

FAX: (435) 797-3796

FRWS@cnr.usu.edu


5 April 2004

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in support of the application by Nathan Phillips for permission to conduct research on Allium passeyi, “Passey’s onion”, within the boundaries of the Golden Spike National Monument.  Nate is doing doctoral research in Plant Biology with the Department of Plant, Soils, and Biometeorology at Utah State University, College of Agriculture.  I am on his graduate committee and speak to the nature of his work and assure you that he is a highly qualified, responsible individual.

Nathan’s work will provide a study of the genetic variability of Allium passeyi and provide critical information regarding the physical requirements of the species.   His study of this population will involve small 1 m X 1 m plots.  While he will periodically extract 5 plants from the population in order to monitor bulb and root growth, this would impact approximately 2% of the plants in the population each year.  Likewise, seed collection will be limited to less than 5% of seed produced by the population.  As such, this study will have a minimal impact on the reproductive output of the population while generating new knowledge about the regeneration potential of the species.  His work will involve putting a number of individuals into cultivation, providing a genetic reservoir for future work.  In addition, seeds from cultivated plants will be stored in a seed bank at Utah State University.

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Leila M. Shultz, Ph.D.

Research Professor
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