This is not a research proposal.  Our request to collect Jerusalem cherries from Hawaii Volcanoes National Park is for the purpose of maintaining colonies of wild Mediterranean fruit flies in the laboratory.  We will use the wild Mediterranean fruit fly colonies for our ongoing research program to develop quarantine treatments to help expand and diversify Hawaii agriculture and agricultural exports as stated in the Objectives section of our permit application.  Specifically, “establish a colony of wild Mediterranean fruit fly (Ceratitis capitata) from field collected, infested host fruit.  Target host fruit is Jerusalem cherry (Solanum pseudocapsicum).  Target fruit fly and host fruit are both non-native pest species found in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park.  Collect infested fruit on a routine basis to maintain a colony of  parental generation wild flies.  Wild fly colony will be used to rear fly larvae and eggs.  Larvae and eggs will be used to artificially infest fruits that will be subjected to a variety of candidate quarantine treatments in the laboratory to develop efficacy data.  This is ongoing research to help expand and diversify Hawaii agriculture and agricultural exports.”   

