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ABSTRACT

Max Kämper, a young engineer from Berlin, Germany visited the United States of America during 1907-08. While in the country, Kämper studied American engineering techniques and familiarized himself with the English language. His travels brought him to Mammoth Cave on February 23, 1908. While touring the cave, Kämper became fascinated by endless opportunities for exploration. Kämper obtained permission from Albert Covington Janin, owner/trustee of Mammoth Cave, to produce a surveyed map of the cave in exchange for food, lodging, and caving. Ed Bishop, 42 year-old grandnephew of slave-guide Stephen Bishop, served as Kämper's guide and assistant.

After eight months of intense labor, Kämper's map was finally complete. A work of art, the map delineates 35 miles of cave passages, beautifully illustrated in five colors. The map was not published until 1981, by which time the history surrounding its numerous passages had been lost or forgotten. The research project, "Max Kämper and the Mammoth Cave Connection," is crucial for documentation and preservation of the history surrounding Max Kämper and his legendary map. Research can begin immediately, upon approval by Mammoth Cave National Park.

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM
A fundamental impediment to any knowledge of the early history of Mammoth Cave is our lack of understanding of the process by which features and passages were named. Using today's focus on science and history, research will investigate why particular location names were designated in the cave. Cave names must be studied within the historical and cultural context from which they developed.

More than three hundred passages and their locations are accurately cited on Kämper's map, making it one of the best historic references regarding the exploration and history of Mammoth Cave. Approximately 15-20% of these features are of unknown origin. This research is essential to understand how Max Kämper surveyed the cave, and forces of his era that led him to name the cave as he did. It is a study of the history of Mammoth Cave as revealed by a German visiting the United States in the early 20th century.

Mammoth Cave National Park will benefit from research by receiving:

1.
Vital historic information that can be used as an educational resource for the Division of Interpretation.

2.
Materials enhancing existing oral history and educational documentation for the Divisions of Interpretation and Science and Resource Management.

3.
Base information illuminating Mammoth Cave's rich history in interpretive programs.

4.
The increased ability for the Division of Interpretation to present the cave's history in a fashion relevant to modern cave visitors.

5.
An accessible resource for long-term preservation of the rich history of the cave. Research will highlight the cultural forces and history of the world, as interpreted by Kämper, impacting his use of particular location names.

OBJECTIVES
1.
Reconstruct techniques and methods utilized by Kämper to produce his surveyed map.

2.
An in-depth study of the numerous cave discoveries made by Kämper and Bishop. Examples include: Violet City, Gerta's Grotto, and Kentucky (Grand) Avenue.

3.
Identify the origin and relevance of every feature name or personal name on the Kämper map.

4.
Continue correspondence with Bernhard Kliebhan, and acquire photographs and materials from the private collection of Hans Kämper and the Kämper family.

5.
Acquire, document, and reproduce (slides and prints) historic photographs and materials significant to Kämper's map. Materials are located in private family collections and various educational institutions.

BACKGROUND
Max Kämper delivered his completed map, including surface overlay, to Judge Janin in 1908. Thereafter, knowledge of his identity was lost even though the Mammoth Cave Estate and Mammoth Cave National Park continued to use his map for depicting tours. The maps were marked, "Copyright H.C. Ganter," and did not identify Kämper as their source.

The original Kämper map had no north arrow or direction designator. In 1962, James F. Quinlan was searching through the Park Service files at Mammoth Cave. He found the overlay map, which included a north arrow and property boundaries of the Mammoth Cave Estate. In 1969, Cave Research Foundation (CRF) was granted permission by the National Park Service to begin a resurvey of Mammoth Cave. Photocopies were made of the Kämper map to guide exploration and survey. In 1981, Diana Daunt carefully copied the original map for CRF's use and sale at the park. This copy continues to be sold at the park today.

Kämper's map was vital to CRF's understanding of historic names of cave features for their cartography program. Signatures on the cave walls allowed further correlation with names on the Kämper map. As CRF's surveys proceeded, it became evident that Kämper was exceptionally gifted in drafting a cave map far ahead of its time. However, no one could discover who Kämper was! Park Service Naturalist Len McKenzie encountered park visitors from Germany about two decades ago that knew of Max Kämper's family, but could provide no further information. Cave historians concluded that Kämper's life history would never be known, and his work would remain part of the mythology of the cave.

During the summer of 1996, I met German cave researcher, Bernhard Kliebhan. Kliebhan was researching famous French speleologist E.A. Martel who visited Mammoth Cave in 1912. Martel Avenue, featured on Kämper's map, was of particular interest to Bernhard. Kliebhan accompanied me on a Wild Cave tour and we discussed Mammoth Cave history, E.A. Martel, and the mysterious Max Kämper. Kliebhan assured me upon his return to Germany he would research Max Kämper and attempt to locate his descendants.

After months of research efforts, Kliebhan was successful in locating members of the Kämper family. It was especially exciting to learn that Max's son, Hans Kämper, 87, was still alive! Even more impressive was the fact that Hans had original photographs of his father and other members of the Kämper family. Also in his possession was a handwritten journal Max had recorded during his visit to the United States and Mammoth Cave. Detailed descriptions dating Kämper's explorations and identifying who accompanied him in the cave provided a wealth of new information. There were even cave photographs, most likely taken by Max Kämper himself.

Bernhard Kliebhan continues to uncover information pertaining to Max Kämper and the Kämper family. I have been in constant contact with Mr. Kliebhan in an effort to combine research efforts. Dr. Stanley D. Sides (CRF) has played a vital role coordinating research efforts between Bernhard Kliebhan and myself. This is, without a doubt, the biggest breakthrough to date concerning Max Kämper and his historic work at Mammoth Cave. 

In February of 1997, I received a $200 National Speleological Society (NSS) research grant. Grant money was utilized to further develop research on Kämper's map and has yielded some interesting results. During April, 1998, I was awarded another NSS research grant in the amount of $450, to continue the research project, "Max Kämper and the Mammoth Cave Connection."

Several manuscripts resulting from my research of Kämper's map have recently been published, and/or are pending publication, including:

DeCroix, Charles J. "Inventory of Historic Signatures Found in the Less Accessible Passages on the Max Kämper Map," Proceedings of Mammoth Cave National Park Fourth Science Conference, 1995.

DeCroix, Charles J. "Excerpts from Max Kämper and the Mammoth Cave Connection," 


Proceedings of Mammoth Cave National Park Fifth Science Conference, 1996.

DeCroix, Charles J. "Max Kämper and the Mammoth Cave Connection," Proceedings of Mammoth 


Cave National Park Sixth Science Conference, 1997.

DeCroix, Charles J. "The Ranshaws of Covington, Kentucky and Mammoth Cave," National Speleological Society (NSS) News, November, 1997.

DeCroix, Charles J. "John M. Nelson: Cave Guide and Explorer of the Mammoth Cave," Back 
Home in Kentucky. (Manuscript accepted, pending publication)

DeCroix, Charles J. "Benjamin F. Einbigler: Pioneer Explorer of Mammoth Cave," The Journal of Spelean History, April-June, 1998.

METHODS
Four primary methods will be utilized to conduct research on Kämper's map:

1.
Referencing historical descriptions and accounts found in books, newspapers, correspondence, etc.
Since the early 1800's, Mammoth Cave has been described in numerous methods and styles. These early accounts offer an important perspective of visitors, guides, explorers, and cave owners. Although not always accurate in their descriptions of the cave's dimensions, these writings provide wonderful first-hand accounts illustrating the excitement and awe the cave invokes. 

2.
Genealogical studies of historic families connected to Mammoth Cave. 
Several key families were an integral part of Mammoth Cave history. Examples include the Blair, Covington, Croghan, Ganter, Gorin, Janin, and Ranshaw families. Research into the genealogy of these families has proven their relationship to features appearing on Kämper's map.

3.
Location of Kämper/Bishop signatures found within Mammoth Cave. 
Signatures have led to impressive discoveries connecting people to the passages named after them. A great example is the signature (in Kämper's handwriting) of "Lida Flenniken, Bowling Green, Ky, June 23, 1908" located in Martel Avenue. Kämper's map contains the earliest reference/origin to the passage Lida's Pass, which is named after Lida Flenniken. By checking census records, marriage certificates, birth/death certificates, and newspaper obituaries it is possible to obtain a wealth of information (and photographs) about the people who have left their names in the cave. By properly locating signatures left by Kämper/Bishop, a direct correlation can by drawn to his methods of surveying, and the exact dates when significant discoveries were made. (See Appendix A)

4.
Library and oral history research will not document all names on Kämper's map.
Occasionally, access will be required to visit specific areas of the cave. By studying easily accessed areas first, an understanding of techniques utilized by Kämper when applying obscure names to cave features can be developed. Passages and features possessing origins and/or location names, will need to be visually assessed to understand the context by which cave names develop. Research will utilize available resources including: CRF survey notes, Mammoth Cave Gazetteer, and After-Hour reports, before requesting permission to visit specific cave areas.


PARK PARTICIPATION
Research will be conducted after standard operational hours in order to avoid conflicts with other NPS personnel. Administrative park resources will be utilized to enhance research and minimize overall cost of project. The following services are requested:

1.
Access to Curatorial Collection: Reproduction of Kämper Map surface overlay and other significant historical photographs.

2.
Copy Machines (Administrative Office and Science and Resource Management): Photocopy historical records and documents.

3.
Computers (External Programs and Media Relations): Scan historic photographs and slides, access Internet, and conduct E-Mail correspondence. An E-Mail address will be needed. Jim Carroll, Chief of External Programs & Media Relations, has approved the use of specific computer equipment within his division.

4.
Telephones (Parkwide): Contact individuals and institutions pertaining to research requests.

5.
Camera and copystand (Division of Interpretation): Reproduction of historic photographs and cave signatures in slide and print formats.

6.
Keys (facility and/or cave): Appropriate keys will be obtained from the Division of Science and Resource Management with adequate advanced notification. 

EXPECTED RESULTS
A primary focus of this research project is to explore the human history associated with Kämper's map. It is an attempt to identify people who have features named after them in Mammoth Cave. Each researched location on Kämper's map will be represented in an individual "entry" format (see Appendix B). Research data will be entered in computer using NPS standard compatible format (Filemaker Pro). A manuscript (vertical file) collection will also be established to inventory all materials obtained pertaining to Kämper's map.

"Annual Investigator's Reports" will be submitted throughout the study's duration. Presentations will be conducted at the Mammoth Cave's Annual Science Conference, and other appropriate scientific and historic seminars. An attempt will be made to have scholarly articles published in peer review journals.

Results from overall research, including slides, photographs, and manuscripts will be provided to Mammoth Cave National Park, within the budgetary constraints of the project.

BUDGET
As a current NPS employee at Mammoth Cave National Park, it will be necessary to perform research on my own time. I am requesting a $1,500 annual budget from Mammoth Cave National park for each year of the four year duration. Annual budget will be used for the following research expenditures in conjunction with alternate funding:






Mammoth Cave
Charles J. DeCroix
Alternate Sources






National Park
(Principal Investigator)
(NSS, Eastern National)
1. Audio cassette tapes

for conducting interviews 

 
   
$15

$15


$15

2. Ten Iomega 100 MB zip

(computer) cartridges 


   
$50

$50


$50

3. Microfilm and microfiche of

census records (Interlibrary Loans)


$100

$50


$50

4. Olympus Stylus 70 Zoom Camera

(first year expense only)


    
$185

5. Postage and mailing expenses

incurred during correspondence

with institutions and individuals 

    
$150

$50


$50

6. Birth certificates, death

certificates, and obituaries

    

$100

$50


$50

7. Acquisition of manuscripts from

various educational institutes*

    
$300

$50


$50

8. Print film, slide film, and

processing to reproduce historic

photographs in print and slide format
    
$300

$100


$100

9. Travel: Reimburse mileage on

personal vehicle traveling to libraries,

courthouses, educational institutions,

and conducting oral interviews

    
$300

$100


$50

*Educational institutions include: Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.; Huntington Library, San Marino, California; Kentucky Library, Bowling Green, Kentucky; and The Filson Club Historical Society, Louisville, Kentucky.

If NPS funding is not available, initial research will begin with subsequent attempts to secure funding from alternative sources.

PERSONAL REFERENCES:
1.
Dr. Stanley D. Sides (Cave Research Foundation)


2014 Beth Drive


Cape Girardeau, Missouri 63701


(314) 335-1469 (Home)

2.
Joe McGown (National Park Service)


Fee Management Coordinator


Mammoth Cave National Park


Mammoth Cave, Kentucky 42259



(502) 758-2254 (Work)

3.
Joy Medley Lyons (National Park Service)


Chief of Program Services


Mammoth Cave National Park


Mammoth Cave, Kentucky 42259



(502) 758-2254 (Work)


(502) 749-5700 (Home)
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______________________________________________________________________________

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
Bachelors of Science (B.S.) Degree in Forestry from Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois.

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND
Park Ranger/Guide
Mammoth Cave National Park, Kentucky (1990-present), Everglades National Park, Florida (Winter 1991-1994), Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, Indiana (Winter 1990-1991), Riverlands Area Office (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers), Missouri (Summer 1989).

Researched, designed, and presented a variety of on-site and off-site interpretive programs     including: cave tours, nature hikes, slide presentations, living history campfire programs, and roving interpretation. Programs varied in length (1/4 to 6 hours) and subject content including: geology, hydrology, history, archeology, biology, botany, geography, and environmental issues.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
*Recipient of the Peter M. Hauer Spelean History Award, 1999.

*National Speleological Society (NSS) Research Advisory Committee Grant, 1997 and 1998.

*Fast Track Award, Mammoth Cave National Park, 1994.

*Performance Quality Award, Mammoth Cave National Park, 1994.

*Fast Track Award, Mammoth Cave National Park, 1992.

*Fast Track Awards, Everglades National Park, 1991.

*Fast Track Award, Mammoth Cave National Park, 1991.

*Received "Superior" ratings on Seasonal Performance Evaluations at Everglades National Park:    1991-1994, Mammoth Cave National Park: 1990-1998, and Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore:    1990-1991.

*Dean's Honor Roll, Southern Illinois University, 1989.

MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES
*American Cave Conservation Association

*National Speleological Society

*American Association of Spelean History

