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naturegirl78@juno.com
Career Objective


A research position focused on animal behavior and conservation.

Educational Background


Loma Linda University

Loma Linda, California


Masters of Science in Biology


Anticipated Graduation Date: June 2005
Pacific Union College
Angwin, California


Bachelor of Science in Biology


Graduate Date: June 17, 2001


Magnum Cum Laude; GPA 3.85

Relevant Coursework

Introduction to Statistics: 222

Statistics I: 243

Public Speaking: 226


Ornithology: 321 


Vertebrate Natural History: 323


Principles of Ecology: 333 


Animal Physiology: 348


Research in Biology: 412 


Readings in Biology; Principles in Ethology: 589



Readings in Biology; Quantitative Tools for Behavior Analysis: 589


Research and Experimental Design: 616


Proposal Writing and Grantsmanship: 617 

Field Research in California Condor Mentoring: 697

Project Work 


For partial completion of Master’s Thesis: I am working with the endangered California condor, Gymnogyps californianus, at the San Diego Wild Animal Park and in the field at the Ventana Wilderness Area.  I will be documenting and comparing behaviors of parent-raised and hand-raised mentored fledglings using behavioral ethogram and score sheets.  This is the first attempt to develop an ethogram and scoring system to quantify the behaviors of mentored birds to evaluate the effectiveness of adult mentoring.

Relevant Experience
January 2003 – present


Center for Reproduction of Endangered Species 

San Diego Wild Animal Park; Escondido, California


Student Researcher
· Work with Dr. Nancy Harvey to learn the specific techniques of behavioral research and working with ethograms and sampling methods

· Conducting behavioral research on the endangered California condor

· Will use compiled information from this study towards my Masters thesis and publications in peer-reviewed journals

Sept. 2001-Sept 2002

Birds of Prey Program


Oregon Zoo; Portland, Oregon


Intern

· Assisted in daily care of birds in program, including cleaning mews, weighing birds, daily records, preparation and distribution of diets.
· Trained to handle, fly and/or work with a variety of the birds in the program, including a Great-horned Owl, Northern Spotted Owl, Barn Owl, Eurasian Eagle Owl, American Kestrel Falcon, Harris Hawks, Turkey Vulture, Hadada Ibis, Abdim’s Stork, Augur Buzzard and Runner Ducks.

· Participated in shows in schools and on zoo grounds for the education of the public.

Jan. 2001-Sept 2001



Pacific Union College, Biology Department


Research Assistant

· Worked with three species of Fertilatia; micrantha, recurva, and eastwoodiae
· Methods used include DNA extraction and purification, PCR, RFLP analysis, RAPDs, gel electrophoresis, etc.

Mar. 1999-June 2001

Pacific Union College, Biology Department


Microbiology Lab Instructor

· Assist in lab preparation for students

· Instruction included different staining methods, differential and selective media, enterotubes, Kirby Baur disk method, micro-filtration, autoclaving, etc.

Grants in Research
May 30, 2003

Grant in Aid of Research




National Academy of Sciences 




Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Society




$500

March 11, 2003

Graduate School of Loma Linda University



Natural Sciences Department




$1500

Honors & Awards
July 1, 2003

National Dean’s List




Publication of Biography for 2002-2003. 

June 4, 2003

Jaeger Book Award




Graduate School of Loma Linda University

June 4, 2003

Student Travel Award




Graduate School of Loma Linda University

April, 2003

Research Assistantship 2003-2004




Graduate School of Loma Linda University

June, 2002

Research Assistantship 2002-2003
Graduate School of Loma Linda University

Professional Society Memberships
Animal Behaviour Society

Activities
Jan. 2003

Assisted in banding of Large-billed Savannah Sparrows at the Salton Sea, CA. 

Nov. 2002-present
University Church Community Orchestra Member

Sept 2000-June 2001
String Quartet, Pacific Union College

Sept 1997-June 1999
Pacific Union College Orchestra
* Other activities include mountain biking, hiking, camping, and various musical ensembles
