The studies will be of embryos and larvae of phoronid worms (phylum Phoronida).  

One objective is to observe early embryonic cell divisions to compare with those in animals of other phyla.  Techniques will include light microscopy and if feasible confocal microscopy of antibody stained specimens for cytoskeletal structures.  

Another objective is to observe larval ciliary feeding mechanisms with high speed videomicroscopy for comparison with ciliary suspension feeders in other lophophorate phyla (brachiopods, bryozoans) and also with suspension feeding deuterostome larvae (echinoderms, enteropneust hemichordates).  
