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A.  Statement of Objectives and Hypotheses

The authors explicitly state their research objectives, provide detailed descriptions of methods that will be used to achieve each objective, and outline the products that will be  obtained in accomplishing each objective.  It would be helpful if the authors added text that explicitly relates the study objectives to the original problem statement and overall purpose of the study.

Rating: 4

B.  Study Design
The overall study design is innovative and appropriate for addressing the study objectives.  More detail could be provided regarding the methods and purpose of the analysis of trail counter data related to assessing “various sampling protocol via Watson et al.”.  Furthermore, the discussion of methods to calibrate the counter data by visual observations could be more detailed and specific.  Lastly, the authors state that GPS units will be handed out to visitors at one of the study area trailheads to collect travel route information.  How will this trailhead be selected?  If the authors are intending to develop a simulation model of the entire study area, will GPS data obtained from a single trailhead be adequate?

Rating: 4

C.  Management Potential

This study has significant management potential and complements recent research efforts in the area of park and wilderness management.  In particular, there is a growing body of literature and a number of recent applications of simulation modeling to park and wilderness management.  This study will provide further insight into the relative strength of simulation modeling and other tools for inventorying, monitoring, and managing the spatial and temporal distribution of visitor use within parks and related protected areas.
Rating: 5

 D.  Publication Potential
This study is likely to result in publishable findings that relate directly to the recent research efforts referred to in the previous section of this review.

Rating: 5

E.  Personnel
The project supervisor, Dr., Wayne Friemund, is a leading scientist in the field of park and wilderness management, and has conducted research related to visitor use management in several park and protected area settings including Arches, Yellowstone, and Zion National Parks.  
Rating: 5

F.  Overall Evaluation and Additional Comments

The proposed study will make a meaningful contribution to the recreation research literature and will provide managers with greater knowledge regarding the utility of alternative methods for assessing the spatio-temporal distribution of visitor use within parks and protected areas.  

Rating: 5
